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Reverend Fathers, 


7 [Þ O ſeek out an Excuſe of this my Boldneſs, 


and to arm the Acknowledgment of a Fault 

with the Reaſons for it, might better ſhew 

I knew I did amiſs, than any way dimi- 

niſh the Attempt : therefore I intend to carry no other 
Olive-Branch of Interceſſion than a cleer manifeſtation 
of the Truth of ſuch things wherein I do humbly 
conceive you Err, ſome of you ; not wilfully per- 
haps, yet for want ofa due and ſerious Conſideration 
of the great Obligation of humane Laws 1n things 
which 1n their own nature are indifferent. ' One of 
which is the place for reading of the ſecond Service ; 
which place, without all doubt, is a thing inits own 
nature indifferent: But when a lawful Authority ap- 
points a certain place, although in its own nature the 
place remainsſtill indifferent, yet the uſe of that place 
15 not indifferent, but becomes neceſſary by reaſon of 
the command, to which the neceſſity of Obedience is 
inſeparably annexed. | 
If thisbeafalſe Poſition,I have nothing more to ſay, 
but if it be true, then do you err in point of Practice, 
which is not according to the eftabliſh'd Rule, our 
Church appointing one certain place, and you read- 
ing in another 3 and ſo by this means teaching the 


People this dangerous Principle, that things indiffe- 
A 2 rent 
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 rentiin their own Nature, remain ſoas to their uſe 


after a lawful Command, for the doing, or nct doing, 
of any ſuch indifferent things, as they were before 
{uch Command or Prohibition. A Principle which 
undermines the Foundation of the whole Church,and 
being once admitted, leaves us naked and defencelcſs. 
againſt all the Weapons thatare or may be formed, 
either by the Papilt- or Puritan, againſt the moſt 
glorious Church in the World. And if we, who 
profeſs our ſelves to be Sons of the Church of Zxg/azd, 
ſhould embrace this miſchievous Tenet, our Church 
will-be ſo much militant againſt her felf, that her 
Enemies will ina very ſhort time become Triumphant. 
They ſeeing your praCtice evidently built upon this 
ſandy Touadation, do on all ſides hit us in the Teeth 
with theſc things, and laugh us to ſcorn. 

Why do. you charge us with Nonconformity and 
Difobedience to humane Laws, which are but things 
indifferent , notwithſtanding the Command. / ſay 
they ) for do not moſt of your Clergy eſteem them 
as ſuch, when they omit what Rite and Ceremony 
they pleaſe, though never ſo ſtrialy injoined by the 
ſupreme Authority ? Dotheſe things oblige our Con- 
ſciences, and are theirs only free? If it beſo, then we 
perceive plainly that the only way to enjoy liberty of 
Conſcience, is to be a Clergy-Man of the Church of 
England. 

Now what ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? If we de- 
ny the matter of Fa&t, our Church Enemies charge 
us with- Impudence, it we confeſs it ( as to keepour 
ſelves from lying we are forc'd to do.) then they 
charge our reverend Clergy with the ſame Crimes 
we uſually appropriate to the greateſt Phanatick,w/z. 
Diſobedience to the lawful Magiſtrate, and Non-con- 
formity to the eſtabliſh'd Orders of the Church. How 


tO- 


C3] 
toavoid the Horns of this Dilemma, I do ſincerely 
declare I know nor. 

I ſhould be very glad ifany of you would be pleas'd 
to tell me a full Anſwer that I may give to theſe 
troubleſom People, whohave gagg'd me lo often with 
theſe things, that I am altogether become dumb,and 
am aſhamed to receive ſo many Baifles from thoſe 
Fools who make a mock of Sin. 

I thank Ged I can defend my ſelf well enough a- 
gainſt all the frivolous and captious Exceptions which 
have been either made or taken by the Recuſant or 
the Diſſenter againſt the eſtabliſhed DoQtrrine , Dif- 
cipline and Worſhip of the Church of #zgland ; but 
if they talk to me of any thing that is ſaid or done 1n 
our Churches, which is not warranted by the XXXIX. 
Articles, by the Book of Canons, by the Book of 
Common Prayer, or by the conſtant univerſal Practice 
of the Catholick Church of Chriſt; they had as good 
talkto me of the Roman Breviary, or the Engliſh 
DireQory, and I can as ſoon juſtify the ſaying,cither 
of them in our Churches, as any thing I have before 
mentioned. 

True it is, that we have a moſt excellent Liturgy 
eſtabliſhed by the Law of the Land, but in very many 
places little or no care had that the SubjeAts may have 
it whole and intire, without mangling and curtailing 
in ſuch a ſhameful manner that by theſe ſacrilegious 
ways our ſacred Book of Common Prayer is become 
contemptible, and the People are come to this paſs, 
even downright to deciare their abhorrence of our 
religious Aſſemblies; when inſtead of paying that 
ſolemn Worſhip ro God, which by the Laws of our 
Nation are devoted to him, we worſhip him after 
our own Imaginations, and hereby offer him the Sa- 
crifice of Fools, which he will in no wiſe accept. 


Although: 


[4] 
Although 1 could inſtance in ſundry Particulars, 
yetat this time I ſhall onely name one, which is 
reading the Communion Service in the Desk, where- 
by you rake upon you to break an authoriſed Order 
of our Church, and to make a new one: The appoint- 
ment of which Order pertaineth not to private Men 
( as our Church faith very truly ) therefore no Man 
ought to take in hand, or preſume to appoint or alter 
any publick or common Order in Chriſt's Church, 
except he be lawfully called and authorized thereunto. 
Either you believe this to be true or falſe ; if true, 
then you wilfully and contemptuouſly tranſgreſs and 
break a common Order and Diſcipline whenſoeyer 
you omit or alter a Rite or Ceremony appointed by 
the Church, which though in its ſelf conſidered, is 
but a ſmall thing, yet by reaſon of the Contempt, 
that is inſeparably annexed to the Offence in a Per- 
ſon knowing, and being verily. perſwaded of the 
Truth hereof, it is no ſmall Offence before God, that 
is in plain Engliſh, it isa very great Sin. 

Now if itſhould ſo happen that any of you are of 
another Perſwaſion, and ſo you are Diſſenters in your 
Judgment, as well as in your PraQice, why then did 
you ſubſcribe to the ſecond Article mentioned in the 
XXXYI. Canon, and play faſt and looſe with God 
Almighty, and put Tricks upon your own Mother 
the Church of Zrg/ard? Do you think that God 
will be mocked, or permit his holy Spouſe to be 
cheated ? How can you, or any other be ſaid to uſe 
the Form preſcribed in publick Prayer and Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments, and none other, which 
you have promiſed todo by your Subſcription,which 
is aſacred Tie, and yet immediately after willingly 
omit, or alter any one Rite or Ceremony, without 
a great perfidiouſnels ! 


[5] 

As to the Point of reading the Communion Ser- 
vice when there 15 no Communion, I do potitive:y 
aſſert, that it is appointed by our Church rope read 
at the North ſide of the Holy Table, and that whoſo- 
ever reads it at any other place, breaks the Order of 
our Church, and it he doth it through his private 
Judgment willingly and purpoſely { as he cannot be 
preſumed to do otherwiſe who is fully convinced that 
the Church hath ſo appointed it ) he doth not only 
offend againſt the common order of the Church, but 
hurteth the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and wound- 
eth the Conſciences of the weak Brethren ! 

Herein Ihave two ſorts of Perſons to deal withal, 
one plainly confeſſing, that *tis-commanded by the 
Church, and thereby ſaving me the trouble of a 
Proof, but ſaying withal that he is at liberty notwith+ 
ſtanding the Command, and he offers ſome ſeeming 
Reaſons for his altering the appointed Place, and ſays 
they are ſufficient to juſtify his PraQtice both before 
God and Man, and whether they be ſo or no, you will 
lee by and by. | 

There is another ſort of men who knowing not 
how to juſtify their preſent PraCftice contrary to a 
plain Injun&ion of Authority, are forced to make uſe 
of an /adex Expurgatorius,and having thereby in their 
own Conceit quite expung'd the Rubrick as to this 
Purpoſe, confidently tell me there is no ſuch Com- 
mand when there is no Communion, therefore no 
diſobedience to that Authority which they own, and 
are both ready and willing to obey. | 

Toevery one of you (dear Sirs)) who own the 
thing which others deny, I muſt anſwer with an ex 
ore tuo te Fudico: for you ingeniouſly confeſs rhat 'tis 
commanded by the Church, and yet at the ſame time 
moſt diſingeniouſly prefer a corrupt PraRice of ſome 
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£6] 
ill principled men before your known Duty. 

And tor this you make ſeveral Pleas. Firlt, you 
fay 'tis the Cuſtom of moſt Pariſh Churches to read 
the ſecond Service in the Desk: and Cuſtom in the 
major part of any Society, hath the force of a Law, 
and a Law whichis introduced by Cuſtom, is as much 
a Law as any Statute Law of the Land, becauſe a Law 
doth not rccipere magis & minis, and if you do obey 
that Law which Cuſtom hath made ſo, you are as 
much obedient to the Law, as he that obeys an Act 
of Parliament. But how weak and inſufficient this 
Plea is, jadg you your own ſelves, when you have 
well conſidered the falſe Notions of ſuch a Cuitom, 
which you too faſt do run away with, not making a- 
ny diſtinCtion between corruptela, and conſuetudo, and 
little regarding the ſmall foree ſuch a Cuſtom { ſetting 


- alide the Corruption ) hath to ſway any Mans Judg- 


ment who is rightly informed of the truth of this 
matter. : 
| Now certainly moſt true it is, that a conſtant uni- 
verſal Cuſtom or Practice of a whole National Church 
hath the force of a Law, and ought without all doubt 
to be obſerved ; but then you mult take this along with 
you, provided that no poſitive Law of the Kingdom 
intervene to annul that Cuſtom, PraCtice,or what you 
willcall ir, otherwiſe the Rule is falſe: For to plead 
Cuſtom againſt poſitive Law, 1s to plead that which 
was the Law againſt that which is the Law ; the ſole 
intent of all poſitive, Laws, being to take away the 
binding power of all cuſtomary Laws to the contra- 
ry, otherwiſe there would be two Laws in being at 
one and the ſame time, commanding the one contrary 
to the other, which would certainly breed that con- 
fuſion which all poſitive Laws are deſigned to pre- 
Vent. 

I 


C 71 


I Pray Gentlemen be pleaſed: to conſider what 
Miſchief you doboth to Church and State, by pre- 
ferring ſucha Cuſtom as this before an eſtabliſhed 
Law to.the contrary : Do not you by this means turn 
our.golden Liturgy intoa leaden DireCtory, and the 
beſt of Churches into the worſt of Conveaticles ? 
You may laugh as much you pleaſe, but this is a great 
Truth, becauſe it is neither the Place, nor the Number 
of Perſons meeting together that makes a Conven- 
ticle, for theſe may be Riots, Routs, or unlawful 
Aſſemblies; but that which doth conſtitute it a 
Conventicle, and from which it receives its true De- 
nomination, is the meeting in any Place above ſuch a 
limited Number, and Serving God otherwiſe than 
according to the eſtabliſhed Liturgy and PraQtice of 
the Church of Zzz/avd, which may be done in a 
Church as well as a Barn, as ſad Experience tells. It 
is only the Obſervation, or non- Obſervation of all the 
Orders, Rites, and Ceremonies { and none other } 
which are appointed in and by the Common Prayer 
and Book of Canons, which gives it the Denomina- 
tion of a Church or Conventicle. If all the Orders 
be regularly obſerved without Addition or Diminu- 
tion, either in Matter or Form, 'tis' a true Church, 
and a right Church ; but if any thing be Said,Sung, 
or done, in Church, or in private Houſes { where 
there are above ſuch a Number as the Law ap> 
points ) as the publick Worſhip of God, which is not 
warranted by the Book of Common Prayer, or by 
ſome Law of the ſupreme Governour both in Church 
and State, although hereby it ceaſes not to bea true 
Church, yet itceaſes to be a right Church, and com- 
mencesto be a true Conventicle, for I know no Me- 
dium between a right Church, and a true Conven- 


ticle, every Meeting upon the pretence of the Ex- 
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erciſe of Religion; being the one or the other. 

And.ſo every Perfon in Holy Orders that officiates. 
at Divine Service, is either a thorough Conformiſt, 
or a Non-conformift, I know no medium in an E- 
ftabliſhed Church ( as ours is ) butif there be, I'de- 
fire to be informed of thefe things, to wit, how ma- 
ny, or how few of the eſtabliſhed: Prayers may be ſaid ?- 
How many of the Rites and Ceremonies-may be uſed? 
Which may be omitted, which altered ? Which neti- 
ther omitted nor altered ? And rp the ſame Perſon 
doing or omitting any of theſe things., may be, 
and remain a true Conformiſt; for if they be not li- 
mited to a certain number, then he'that uſes only the 
Lords Prayer, ufes part of the Book of Common Pray- 
er, and the moſt material part too, and may as truly. 
be eſteemed as true a Conformiſt as he that uſes a 
great deal more, and yet falls ſhort of the whole, 
either as to: Matter or Form ; for whoſoever he be. 
that alters or diminiſhes willingly in either,he is'fo far 
a Nonconformiſt, and how much farther he will pro- 
ceed}, no body knows but himſelf, but this we know 
by common Experience, break. Ice 1n- one place, it 
will crack in a great many more. He that wilfully 
breaks the fmalleſt order-of the Church, is fleſht for 
greater matters. How true therefore is that ſaying, 
MINIMUM NON EST NOMWN NEC 
ZIGERE MINIM A? And what a great: 
deal of Miſchief in the Church would this ſmall Sen- 
tence prevent; if it were believed and put in PraCtice ? 
for then there would not be ſo many Secundam uſums 
as thereare nowadayes. Heretofore it was only Secwn- 
dum nfum Sarum, ſecundum ufum FHerefordenſem, fc- 
cundum uſum Bangorenſem, ſecundum uſum Ebor atenſem, 
ſecundum uſfum- Lincolntenſem ; theſe were all. prime 
Biaces,. Cathedralls all; and: yer. at the: beginning of 


Cc. 93: 
the Reformation this was thought to. be a great 
Grievance. | Wo 
But now every Pariſh,be it never ſo inconſiderable, 
preſcribes to a Secundum uſum ; ſecundum Uſum this 
Pariſh, ſecundum uſum that Pariſh; and fo you may 
goon, and name all the Pariſhes of Zag/and as far 
as the Town of Berwick upon Tweed, and. ſo many 
ſeveral Churches, ſo many ſecundum uſum's there are, 
and yet the Rule by which they be all to walk, is all 
one and the ſame. Now from henceforth (ſay's the 
Church of Zzz/and in her Preface concerning the 
Service of the Church) all the whole Realm ſhall 
have but one Ute, and, for this very purpole was a 
Liturgy compoſed to remedy the great Diverſities in 
ſaying and ſinging in Churches, a Remedy very ſage- 
ly contrived, but tono purpoſe, becauſe never put in 
PraCtice. So much for that. | | . 
The next Plea I have heard ſome of you make 
ule of, is, that the Biſhop of your Dioceſs doth dif- 
penſe withyour Obedience as to ſeveral Rubricks, and 
in particular to this, which is a plain Confeflion that 
. *tis enjoin'd by the ſupreme Authority , otherwiſe, 
what need is there of a Diſpenſation ? which being fo, 
what Authority hath the Biſhop, or all the Biſhops 
together ( I ſay this with humble Submiſſion to that 
Holy Order, for which no Man hath a greater Vene- 
Tation than my ſelf) what Authority, I ſay, have they 
to diſpenſe with a Duty injoyned by AQt of Parliament? 
ſure I am, that they may as well Diſpenſe with the 
woollen AR, or the AQ prokibiting Iriſh -Cattel, as 
with the A& of Uniformity. Doth not the Book of 
Common Prayer itſelf, which is eſtabliſhed by the ſaid 
AQ, reſtrain all Dioceſans from making any order 
concerning any Doubt ariſing about the Uſe and 


PraQticeof any thing in the Book, any order that 1s 
B 2 contrary 
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contrary to any thing contained in this Book? 

Now from hence largue,[f the Communion Service 
be not appointed by the Rubrick to be read at the 
North ſide of rhe Table when there is no Commu» 
nion; and ſo the reading it in the Desk be not con- 
trary to any thing contained in the book, why do you 
require a needleſs Diſpenſation, and if it be contra- 
ry how can the Biſhop grant it? 

When publick Orders and Conſtitutions have been 
received, and have taken place, ſhall general Obedi- 
ence thereunto 'ceafſe to be exacted, in caſe this or 
that private Perſon led with ſome probable Conceit, 
ſhould make open Declaration that 4. B. Biſhop of, 
&c. doth diſpenſe with me concerning ſucha Rubrick ? 
And akhough”tis-granted that the Biſhop himſelf is 
a Perſon-in a publick Charge and Authority, and all 
Curates are bound to obey him in-omuibus licitis 
honeſtis ; yet ifthe Dioceſan ſhould command all under 
his Juriſdiction to read. the Communion Service in 
the Desk, the Biſhops Mandate withour all doubt 
muſt grve place to the King's Laws, and- in all ſach 
Caſes the King muft be obeyed, and not the Biſhop, 
becauſe it is neither /icitum nor honeſturs, to obey a- 
ny {ubordinate Power, when the Supreme commands 
otherwiſe : Beſides, when publick conſent of the 
whole hath eſtabliſhed any thing, every Man's Judg- 
ment being'thereunto compared, 1s private, howſoe- 
ver his Calling be to fome kind of publick Charge, 

.. otherwiſe there-could be no means pofſlible to attain 
to any Peace or Quietnels either in Church or State, 
unleſs the probable Voice of every intire Society or 
Body Politick, over-rule all private of like Nature 
in the fame: 

And this is our Caſe exaCtly ; for 'ris determined 
by the King with the Conſent of the three Eſtates, 

| repreſenting. 
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repreſenting the whole Body of the Kingdom, where 
the ſecond Service ſhall be ſaid; and this is not alterable 
according to our haws, but by the ſame full Autho- 
Fity by which it was enacted ; not by any ſingle Perſon, 
x he be a SubjeCt, nor by any one of three Eſtates, 
nor by all together without the King, which is ſutfici- 
ent to over-rule the frivolous Plea of a Diſpenſation, 
which can never be defended without overturning the 
Government, by altering the Frame and Conſticution 
thereof: to ſuch ſad Exigents are they reduced who 
undertake to defend what they have not beforehand 
well conſlidered ef: For who would have imagined, 
that fo ſmall an Omiſſion: as this at firſt ſight leems 
to be, ſhould ſwell to ſuch a mountainous Crime as 
| to equal the Popes Pride in contending with the 
King for the Supremacy, and- by little and little to 
ſubvert his Government : which puts me in mind of 
a- Paſſage I have met with in P!utarch, which jumps 
even with the matter in hand. 

Paulus Amylius, a noble Roman, and one of the 
Conſuls, afterwards choſen to be one of the number 
of Prieſts, whom the Romans:-called Avgurs-z when 
he did any thing belonging to his Office of Prieſthood, 
he did it with great Experience, Judgment, and” Dilt- 
gence ; leaving all other Thoughts, and without 


omitting any ancient Ceremony; or adding to any. . 


new ; contending oftentimes with- his Companions in 
things which ſeemed light and of ſmall moment, de- 
claring unto them that though: we do preſume the 
Gods are ealy to be pacified, and- that they readily 
pardon all Scapes and Faults commuted by Negligence, 
yet if it were no more- but for reſpe&t of Common- 
Wealths fake, they ſhould not ſlightly, nor carclelly- 
difſemble, nor paſs over Faults committed in thoſe 
matters.: Forno Man\( ſaith he ) at the firſt, that com- 

mitteth, 
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mitteth any Fault, doth 'alone . trouble the Stats of 
the Commonwealth, but withall we muſt think he 
leaveth the Grounds of civil Government that is not 
careful to keep the Inſtitutions of fmall matters as 
well as great. The Inference is obvious, and I muſt 
leave it to you to make the Application. And now I 
have done with the Plea of a Diſpenſation. 
Thenextis,that it is very inconvenient for the Peo- 
ple, who by reaſon of the diſtance of the Place cannot 
hear, and ſo are never the better, they neither know- 
ing to what they ſhould pronounce their ex, nor 
when to ſay it; to which I anſwer experimentally, 
that though ſometimes it may poſſibly fo fall out, by 
reaſon of thelow Voice of the Prieſt ; yet the ſame 
Miſchief attends the Desk as well as the Table : For 
if the Miniſter doth not audibly and diſtinaly read 
the Prayers ( as in too many places he doth not ) the 
People are as little edified by their being read in the 
Desk as at the Altar, and if they be audibly and 
diſtintly read, they may be heard as well at the 
Table, asin the Desk : So that the Fault (if any be) 
is not occaſioned by the diſtance of the Place, ſo much 
as through the indiſcretionof the Reader , which he 
may help himſelf. | 
' But ſuppoſe this Inconvenience were general, and 
as great as you ſeem to make it, yet we cannot ſup- 
pole that the Governours of our Church ſhould be 
{o ſhort-Sighted as not to diſcern it, nor yet ſo im- 
prudent as not to provide a Remedy for it : But how- 
ſoever, be it never ſo inconvenient, this may be deba- 
ted in a regular way, by thoſe who are authoriſed 
thereunto, and the Inconvenience taken away by 
thoſe who are veſted with a legal Power for that 
Purpoſe (if they think fitting ſo to have it. ) But for 
any private Pariſh Curateto take upon him, not only 
| - to 
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to Difpute,but to Judg of the Conveniency and Inconz 
veniency of a Law firmly eſtabliſhed by the Conſent 
of the whole Nation , and thereupon to alter the 
Law after his own Model, is no leſs a piece of In- 
ſolence then to take upon him to be King,Biſhop, and 


Prieſt of his own Pariſh, by impoſing his own Laws: 


upon the People, and cancelling thoſe of his Sus 
periors. | 

Some of you fay that it 1s very indecent for. the: 
Prieſt to go out of the Desk up to the Altar in his- 
Surplice, and to come back again with his Surplice ſtill 


on, tothe Homily or Sermon ( which: by the way,. 


being part of Adminiſtration of the divine Service, 
is to be performed with the Surplice on ) and to re- 
turn back again to-read the Prayer for the Church: 


Militant, as they are: appointed to do. In Anſwer 


whereunto, although my former Anſwer to the Plea 
of Inconvenience might ſerve very well, yet by the 


way I cannot but obſerve that theſe very Men, who- 


have been fo Eagle-ſighted as to ſpy out this great In-- 
decency ; yet when the fame thing is done at another 
place, they cannot diſcern the Indecency : For when 
a Child is to be Baptized at the Font, they can go out 
of the Desk in their Surplice after the ſecond Leſſon, 
and return-to the fame place without any Bluſhing, 
asif the going up to the Eaſt end of the Church in- 
a-Surplice, were a very unſeemly Poſture, and' yet 
going down to the Wett end'in the ſame Garmeat,, 
were a very eomely Geſture... ARiſum teneatis ?” 
Have you any more to ſay in your own defence ?” 
Fpray let me hearit, that I may leave no ObjeQion: 
unanfwered-: For if I cannot Anſwer all that can-be- 
fuppoſed againſt wy Afﬀertion; I had better ſay no- 
thing; and if there be the leaſt: colour of Reaſon or- 
Argument on: your Behalfs, Fam willing to —_— 
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and ſtop my Pen, as ſoon as you have ſtop'd my 
Mouth with a convincing Reaſon. 

You ſay chat our Governours connive at the Omiſ- 
ſion of your Duty, they winkat your Practice, and 
take no notice of your doings, the Laws are not exe- 
cuted upon you, as they are upon other Perſons, you 
hear of no Inditements at the Afſſizes or Seſſions, no 
Information in the Crown- Office, and this to you is 
eſteem'd a ſufficient Warrant for your preſent Practice, 
this ſeems to you a tacit Declaration,that the ſupreme 
Power doth not deſire his Law ſhould be obey'd in 
this particular. 

| And by reaſon of this Impunity you fancy that'tis 
his Majeſties Pleaſure that you ſhould take this Li- 
berty againſt his Lawsz and therefore, that I am juſtly 
to be Blam'd, who being but a private Perſon have 
expreſſed greater Severity againſt you than the Magi- 
ſtrate himſelf; becauſe Ihave charged you with the 
Guilt of Sin, when the Magiſtrate doth not ſo much 
as puniſh you. Whereas in truth *tis not 1 that lay 
any ſuch thing to your Charge, but the Church of 
England, whoſe Words Ihave only quoted, that the 
wiltul and contemptuous Tranſgreſlion, and breaking 
of a common Order and Diſcipline ( as-this is,where- 
of we now Treat) is no ſmall Offence before God, 
as I told you before. 

Is not this the full Subſtance of your Plea? and 
15 not this your -Logick ? You are not puniſhed for 
your Diſobedience : £rgo, tis lawful to Diſobey. 
You fancy 'tis his Majeſties Pleaſure that you ſhould 
not Obey : Zrgo, it is ſo. His Majeſties Law is not 
Executed : Z7go, 'tis nobinding Law. What a ma- 
ny /Vonſequiturs are here ? What kind of Syllogiſm 
will you make of this? There is ſuch a Steeple as 
Zenterden Steeple : Ergo, 'tis the cauſe of Goodwin 

Sands, 
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Sands, as good an Freo as any of the- former. 

But 1 mult not let this paſs thus. You fay 'tis his 
Majeſties Pleaſure you ſhould enjoy your Liberty ia 
this Matter it may be ſo for ought I know, but if it 
ſhould prove otherwiſe, as it is more than an even 
lay that it doth, then have you been overbold with 
his Sacred Majeſty, by pretending to be of his Cabi- 
net Councel, which is more than probable that you 
are not. | 

We his poor SubjeCts are ſatisfied with his known 
Will and Pleaſure, publickly declared in his Laws, 
without liſtening at the Privy Council Door to know 
what his fecret Will is, before it is his Pleaſure to 
' make it known : And as ſoon as his Majeſty graciouſly 
vouchlafes to declare any thing in Oppoſition to that 
which is eſtabliſhed by Law, I ſhall obey it with all 
Submiſſion and Reverence, humbly and ſilently ac- 

uieſcing in the Determination of his Will and Plea- 
| wag which to me is, and ſhall ever be a Law as 
binding as any At of Parliament ſince the Conqueſt. 
In the mean time, if his Majeſty hath whiſpered this 
ſo ſoftly,that none could hear it but your ſelves, blame 
Not mewho know nothing ofthe matter, and yet not-+ 
withſtanding havegreat caule to think that my Know- 

. ledg is not inferior to yours 1n this Particular, 

If his Majeſty hath communicated his private Will 
to you, ſpeak it out, and let us know it; and you fi- 
lence me for ever : But I pray have acare how you 
make it an Argument to juſtify what you do, by 
ſaying that the King takes no notice of that Licence 
you have given your ſelf ; and do not perſwade your 
ſelves, that 'tis as good as if you had a Licence from 
his Majeſty himſelf for your unlawful PraQice, for 
ſo I muſt make bold to call it until I know further of 


this matter. 
C I 
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Fſee-no Proof fo much as offered at for his Ma- 
jeſties Pleaſure in this Aﬀair, except it be the Non- 
execution of his Laws, which may be imputed to the 
Negle& of his. Officers and Miniſters in the Diſcharge 
of their Duty. But if to ſerve your turn you will 
ſay 'tis an Argument of his Will- and not of their 
Neglet, you muſt unavoidably ſerve ſomebodies. 
Turn beſides your own, therefore you had better let 
this Argument alone, leſt fome others take it out of 
your Mouths, and make uſe of it againſt your ſelves. 

Another pretty ſort of Argument others make uſe 
of, which though it little deſerves an Anſwer, yet 
ſhall briefly ſay fomething to it, and ſo finiſh with- 
you worthy Gentlemen who confeſs the Command, 
and yet praQtiſe quite Oppoſite to it. You fay that 
the People are not pleaſed with it, otherwiſe you 
would-very willingly go up to-the Altar, or Holy 
Table, but if you ſhould, the People would go out 
ofthe Church, and perhaps come no more. In good: 
time !: Muſt the Orders of the Church hang upon ſo 
flender a Thred, asthe liking, or diſſiking of an ig- 
norant Multitude ? Muſt the Shepherd go whither the 
Sheep: would have him,and no further, for fear of diſ- 
pleaſing the Sheep ? Is the Government ofour Church 
{o precarious ? If this be the Cafe, you may ſhut up- 
the Church Doors and write over them DOZ ZN S 
DICO, GEMENS DENUNTIO, $A 
CERDOFIUM QUOD APUD NOS 
£F#NZUS CECIDIZF FORISDI1 ST A: 
RE NON POTERIT: CITO ENIM 
ACTHAMM ERIE DE SCCLESIA MN 
G LICAN A. 

And now I have ſomething to ſay to you Reve-- 
zend Sirs, who fay that there is no Rubrick, neither 
was it ever the Intention. of the Church, that there 

: {hould: 
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ſhould be one for the reading the Communion Ser- 
vice at the North fide of the Table whea there is no 
Communion; . You cannot ſee ſuch a Rubrick. What? 
are there no Rubricks at all to direCt the orderly read- 
1ng of thoſe Prayers and other Religious Duties which 
are to be performed when there is no Communion ? 
Do you never Preach but when there 1s a Communi- 
.on ? Yes, yes, there is aplain Rubrick for it, Thea 
{ſhall follow the Sermon. You can read that Sirs with- 
out a pair of Spectacles I perceive very well ; but kind 
Sirs, according to your own Conſtruction of . the 
Rubricks, this is only when there is a Communion : 
for the next immediate Rubrick is, Then {hall the 
Prieſt return to the Lord's Table. Can any one be 
properly {aid to return to the Place he was not at be- 
fore? Andif he was at it before, then there muft be 
a Communion, fay you; but if there be no Commu- 
nion , and the appointed Rubricks ſerve only tor 
Communiomtime, theathere is no Sermon appointed, 
ſay I, fo that either you muſt acknowledg that all the 
fame Rubricks belong to the Communion Service 
when there is no Communion, as well as when there 
is one, orelſe what will become of your great Daze 
the SFR MON: Methinks for the dear fake of that 
Unum Neceſſarium, that Magnum Oportet - youſhould 
be more kind to that part of the Liturgy, which gives 
the ſole Authority to your Sermon. I beſeech you 
(gentle Sirs ) deal not ſo unworthily with your own 
Mother, as to wink hard againſt the Light, and wik 
fully not to ſee your way, when She commands you to 
g0 upto the Alcar, and yet to be as quick-ſighted as 
an Eagle when you aſcend the Pulpit. 

How comes it topaſs that you ſhould be blinder than 
th2 Presbyterians, for if you do not ſee this:Rubrick 
of Reading at the North {ide > the Table when there 

| 2 1s 
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is no Communion 'tis really ſo, for they fpied out this: 
hidden Rubrick, and fain would have been rid of it, 
it being a great Eye-ſore tothem, and they would fain 
have exchanged Conditions with you, that they might 
have been ſo blindas not to have ſeen it 5 but ſince 
they did too plainly Diſcern it, no remedy now but 
to deſire the Biſhops at the grand Debate at the $4- 
voy, When our gracious King was firſt reſtored to his 
Crown, that the- Miniſter be not required to rehearſe 
any part of the Liturgy at the Communion Table, 
fave only thoſe parts which properly belong to the 
Lord's Supper, and that at ſuch time onely when the 
Holy Supper is Adminiſtred. Theſe are the very 
Words of their Requeſt, by which it appears ſo plain 
that a blind Man may ſee it, that by the Rubrick. be- 
 forethe Communion Office,. The Prieſt ſtanding at 
the North-fide of the Table ſhall ſay, ec. The Pref 
byterians themſelves, who are apt enough to pick 
holes in the Churches Orders if they be againſt their 
Humour, yet could not do it here; for they could 
make no- other Conſtruftion of it, agreeable either 
with Senſe or Reaſon, but this ; that-at all times when 
any part of the Communton Service was to be read, 
there lay an Obligation-upon all Prieſts, by Virtue 
only of that Rubrick. And the Prieſt ſtanding, ec. 
to-read that Part at the Communion Table, when 
there was no Communion, cr elſe to what purpoſe was 
this Requeſt of theirs? and why did the Reverend 
Biſhops make ſuch an Anſwer as they did ? 

The Anſwer 1s this, That the Miniſter ſhould 
.not Read the Communion Service atthe Communion 
Table, is nctreaſonable todemand, fince all the Pri- 
mitive Church uſed it; andif we do not obſerve that 
golden Rule of the venerable Council of WVzce, let 
ancient Coſtoms prevail til Reaſon. plainly requires the 

contrary, 
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contrary, we ſhall give Offence to ſober Chriſtians 
by cauſeleſs departure from Catholigque Uſage, and 
a greater Advantage to the Enemies of our Church, 
than our Brethren I hope would willingly grant. The 
Prieſt ſtandingat the Communion Table, tcemeth to 
give us an Invitation to the Holy Sacrament,and minds 
us of our Duty, viz. To Receive the Holy Commus- 
nion, ſome at leaſt every Sunday ; and though we 
neglectour Duty, 'tis fit the Church ſhould keep her 
ſtanding. 

Obſerve that, and if you find no reaſon in what 
the Reverend Biſhops ſay, uſe your Liberty till for 
a Cloak of Nonconformity, and remember 'tis but a 
Cloak,and ſucha one, as you had better be ſtark nak- 
ed than be covered with. 

And now it remains that I ſhould produce ſome 
unqueſtionable Authorities ro back my Reaſons, that 
it may appear to all unbiaſſed Perſons, That the Judg- 
ment of allthe great Worthies of our Church, who 
have either occaftonally, or on ſet Purpoſe treated of 
this matter, is unanimouſly this. E 

The Communion | Service ought to be read accord- 
ing to the Rule Preſcribed in our Book of Common 
Prayer, at the North fide of the Table, as well when 
there 1s no Communion, as well as when there is one. 

I will begin with the moſt judicious Mr. Hooker, 
who in his fifth Book, SeEt. 30. hath theſe Words. 

Some ( meaning ſome parts of our Liturgy ) ars 
fuch; as albeit they ſerve to ſingular good Purpoſe, eve 
when there is no Communion Aaminiſtred, nevertheleſs 
br ing deviſed at the firſt for that Purpoſe, are at the 
Table of the Lord for that Canſe alſo commonly Read. 

The next Authority ts the great Arch Biſhop Zaud, 
fecond unto the Reverend Father Footer, only in 
time, whoina Speeclt in the. Star Chamber, to which 

Very, 
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very few of you can pretend to be Strangers, ſay's 
thus. 

The Eleventh Tanovation is the Reading of the [+ 
cond Service at the Communion Table or the Altar. To 
this I can truly ſay that ſince my own Memory this 
was in uſe in very many Places, as being molt proper : 
( for thoſe Prayersare then Read which both precede, 
and follow the Communion ) and by little and little 
this ancient Cuſtom was altered, and in thoſe places 
_ firſt where the Emiſſaries of this FaQtion came to 

Preach. And now if any one in Authority offer to 
reduce this ancient Courſe of the Church, *tis by and 
by called an Innovation. Secondly , with this the 
Rubricks of the Common Prayer-Book agree ; for the 
firſt Rubrick after the Communion tells us that upon 
Holydaies, though there be no Communion, yet all 
. elſe that's appointed at rhe Communion ſhall be read. 
Shall be read ? that's true, but where ? Why the laſt 
Rubrick before the Communion tells us,that the Prieft 
ſtanding at the North ſide of the Holy Table, ſhall 
ſay the Lord's Prayer with that which follows. So that 
not only the Communion, but the Prayers which ac- 
company the Communion ( which are commonly 
called the Second Service ) are to be read at the Com- 
munion Table : Therefore if this be an Innovation, 'tis 
made by the Rubricks, not by the Prelates. 

Now let us ſee what the Right Reverend Biſhop 
of Norwich, Dr. Sparrow, ſay's to this Matter. In his 
Rational of the Common Prayer p. 239. thus he ſay's. 

Private ana ſolitary Communions of the Prieſt the 
Church allows not, and therefore when other cannot be 
hl, ſhe appointsonly ſo much of the Service as relates 
ot of neceſſity to a private Communion, and that to be 
ſaid at the Holy Table, and upon good Reaſon. The 
Chuch thereby keeping as it were her Ground , viſibly 


minding 
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minding us of what She defires and labors towards our 
more frequent Arceſs to that Holy Table, Mark the 
ſeveral Reaſons, and weigh the great Authority of 
this famous Triumvirate of the Church of Z»glaza, 
and then Read the Second Service hereafter in the 
Deskit you can, | 

There. be ſome others of no mean Credit in the 
Church of Zzglazd, who have poſitively aſſerted the: 
lame thing, viz. Dr. Heyliz in his Introduttion to 
Arch Biſhop Zaza's Life p. 22. Mr. Zlborow in his Ex- 
poſition of the Book of Common Prayer p. 98. Ham- 
mond le Strang in his Alliance of Divine Offices p 
122, 123. to which I may add a fourth, which is Dr. 
Combers in his Companion to the Altar, the Page 1 
_ forgot, though the Matter I very well remem- 

I, 
Now if afterall theſe Reaſons and Authorites there: 
remains any Doubt, as I believe there may do witty 
thoſe that are reſolved to doubt, that they may have: 
fome Colour for their reſtleſs Oppoſition to the 
Churches wholeſom Inſtitutionsz I have one thing 
more to ſay, which becauſe it hath wrought upon- 
ſome, and notonly. Convinced them, but Converted, 
as obſtinate as they ſeemed to be, Iam in good Hopes 
it may have the fame Operation upon ſome others. 
Let me intreat all you that have any Kindneſs left for 
the diſtreſſed Church of Z»2/azd, tocaltan-impartnal 
Eye upon the Forms of Common Prayer, upon ſeve- 
ral Occaſions of Faſting and Thanksgiving, fet forth. 
by Authority, ſhall lfay, ſincethe King's happy Re- 
ſtoration, or ſince the blefſed Reformation ?* Peruſe 
them all if you pleaſe, and you ſhall find that in none: 
of them all is there a Communion appointed, nor a- 
ny appears to be intended : but only ſo much of the 


Communion Service is therein preſcribed to be Read: 
a3 
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ason other Holydays is by the Common Prayer Book 
appointedto be Read when there is no Communion, 
and yet 'tis ſaid expreſly, The Prieſt ſtanding at the 
North ſide of the Table ſhall ſay, &c. 

What more clear than this, to tell us the meaning 
of the Rubrick ia the Book of Common Prayer, unleſs 
it be the PraQice of the Prime Churches in Ezg/ard, 
the King's Chappel, the Cathedrals, the two Univer- 
lities, and many Orthodox Pariſh Churches, to wit, 
that of Dr. Hicks, that of Dr. Sherlock, that of Dr. 
Dove, and if I be not Miſinformed that of Mr. Pellizg, 
all Famous, Reverend, and Worthy Divines within 
the City of Zoxdoz, and Iqueſtion not but the pious 
Example of ſuch conſcientious Men, hath had an 1n- 
fluence upon ſome parts of the Country, ſome I am 
ſure I know, and others I have heard of, I pray God 
increaſe their Number, not by confounding the Per- 
ſons of any who do otherwiſe, but by converting their 
Judgments, and confounding thoſe Devices they make 
uſe of to hinder all manner of Impreſſion that can be 
made upon them either by Reaſon or Authority ; the 
chiefeſt of which I find to be a Ve videamur ſemel er- 
7aſſe. A Principle too bad to be own'd, and yet too 
true to be denyed:Recommending you to God's Grace, 
I take my Leave of you all, leaving this ſhort ſaying 
with you, Veritas eft magna & prevalcbit. 


Chriſtianus mihi Nomen eſt, 
Catholicas Cognomen. 
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